


Missouri School College Relations Commission

University of Missouri-Columbia

October 29, 2010

Present:  Lee Bunch, Barbara Rupp, Deborah Orr, Bruce Moe, Ray Patrick, Andy Arbeitman, Chris Mitchell, Karla Gable, Karen

                Goos, Leroy Wade, Dianne Logan-Parr, Bragg Stanley, John Robbins, Guest: Tom Ogle
	TOPIC/ISSUE
	DISCUSSION
	ACTION


	CALL TO ORDER: 


	The meeting was called to order by Leroy Wade, President. Those attending introduced themselves.
	

	
	
	

	Get Set for College-
Chris Mitchell


	Chris called everyone’s attention to the Get Set document and asked that they check to make sure that the logos and any other information were correct. Anyone desiring changes for next year needs to e-mail Chris and inform him of those changes. He mentioned that an online version was available that also had other enhancements such as a college search.
This is available at http://www.act.org/path/secondary/resources.html
Chris also talked about the District Choice Day testing which is currently being done through district funding in the Rockwood, Clayton and Parkway districts. Students take the test during the week and only juniors can take it.
There was a question concerning Workkeys and Chris explained that test and how a student could achieve what is called National Career Readiness Certification. 

He mentioned that the cost of Get Set was covered through sponsorships and it was mentioned that in the past there had been confusion over invoices sent out by the Commission that were for dues and also for sponsorship of Get Set. 

Chris said costs should be similar for next year and that he will find out what the costs will be. Bragg said that invoices will be sent out in January and that the final costs will be set at the January meeting.


	Members are to e-mail Chris with any changes they wish to see in next year’s version.
Invoices are to be sent out in January once costs are determined.

	Association Updates-
Members


	MSCA- The fall conference will be held on Nov 7-9 with the theme: School Counselors Transforming Students’ Lives” . Keynote speakers are Albert Mensah and Rosalind Wiseman.  There will also be a preconference focusing on “Impact Therapy” on Saturday, Nov. 6
ACT State Council- Currently being planned is a webinar for rural education that is scheduled for January 14. Also being planned is the State Conference. This year it will be a one day conference and will be held on Thursday February 10 at a new location:  the Hilton Garden Inn in Columbia. 

MASA-A joint conference with MSBA has just concluded. It was mentioned that the reduction in funds to support Career Ladder has many teachers upset. Along those lines, it was also stated that the budget is still providing challenges in many ways; one mentioned was that, due to decreases in social services dollars, students are presenting with more problems in schools for which they have not previously supplied assistance.

MSTA- They will be having their conference in November in Kansas City. They are concerned with many of the same issues expressed by other attendees.
MARE- Ray passed around copies of their newsletter. He said they have just hosted a national rural education convention and are talking about being in another national organization as a subgroup. He said they will have their state convention Feb 24-26, 2011 and will be sending out a call for programs soon.

ACT-Chris mentioned that they had just finished a workshop in the Kansas City area on helping persons to understand the data that is provided to them. They are getting positive feedback on these as the focus is on talking “with” participants instead of “to: them.

A question was raised concerning Bright Flight. The question was if a district chose to participate in the testing program mentioned earlier, would it be possible for the students to use those scores for Bright Flight instead of those from a national test day. Chris said that ACT looks upon those scores the same as those on a national test day. He said that one of the uses of the testing would be to identify more college eligible students and that the program was expanding slowly to make sure the results were accurate and valid. 

STLCC-Karla reported that their Chancellor had attended the White House Summit on Community Colleges. One challenge presented was for them to produce more graduates. 
It was noted that there had been a steady rise in the number of students over the last couple of years.

MACRAO- They had just concluded their conference and are still working on the issue of electronic transcripts. It was noted that Metropolitan Community Colleges are working with the University of Missouri on this. It was noted that it has been hard to predict the flow of students and that at MCC, there had been a 13 to 17 percent increase in numbers over the last five semesters. The number of students on financial aid has been increasing.  MCC is working to combine several of its offices into a “one stop” type of arrangement and should have it in place on the Blue River and Penn Valley campuses by next year.

DESE- Bragg reported that the move is almost completed and that the leadership team is still being assembled. He mentioned that one of the things being looked at is how to improve achievement for all kids and that it was disquieting that Missouri’s relative position among the states had remained the same for the last forty years. He also mentioned that the readiness of students was still a concern.

MDHE- Leroy mentioned that they are relocating to the eleventh floor of the Jefferson Building in Downtown Jefferson City in the next week. He reported on the Higher Ed s
Summit held last summer and the subsequent program review by institutions concerning possible elimination of some programs. He mentioned that there were a number of aspects that had to be considered and that the final report should be ready by February.

He mentioned that they were working on the A+ transfer and dealing with cuts in need base programs. He mentioned that Bright Flight had taken a 25% cut and had at the same time expanded the eligibility. 

He mentioned the College Access Challenge Grant program and said that RFP’s are out for grants dealing with such factors as early awareness.


	

	Electronic Transcripts-
Tom Ogle


	Tom spoke to the group about electronic transcripts. He mentioned that there are various vendors and that schools need one that can fit many venues. 
It was mentioned that MSCRC has been working on a common transcript for a long time and that there are still differences of opinion on what should be in one. 

One suggestion offered was to have a student record system for schools through one vendor or have the state designate a vendor.

Tom mentioned they are working on an RFP for a single vendor that had a transcript type included.

It was noted that not much movement on this had happened in the last five years. 

Tom had a handout that was discussed. It showed some of the possibilities for information that might be included. 

He explained a pilot going on now concerning the transmission of data and said at present the focus is on 9-12 but at some time in the future, it would be expanded to more grades. He said that more data would be collected in the future. He mentioned that schools need to agree what other things were needed and that a file would probably have a lot of fields although not all would necessarily be used. He said there were still challenges on transmittal.
It was suggested that there should be a “Missouri Standard” and that every school would at least have to put in that information. A single vendor would probably lead to more responsive treatment on requests. He stated that there is minimal compliance now.

There was a brief break  and then a Working Lunch ensued
After lunch, it was mentioned that there need to be standards arrived at through collaboration and then talks need to be held with vendors.

The main issues are the standardized transcript and an electronic transcript.

It was mentioned that people need to come to a meeting with MSCRC.

The latest version of the transcript probably needs to be sent out again to members.

Letters need to be sent to Commissioner Nicastro and Deputy Commissioner Lankford as well as to Mike Nietzel in Governor Nixon’s office,  college presidents and the Commissioner in the Department of  Higher Education.
	Leroy Wade will compose the letter to be sent out.



	Business Meeting

	The minutes of the last meeting were approved.
It was reported that the current balance in the account was $2436.00?

Invoices for the Get Set document will be sent out after the January meeting.

It was mentioned that several organizations needed to be contacted and see if they wished to join or re-join MSCRC. 

They included:

MASFAP

NEA

MOHELA (already contacted)

AFT
Missouri Community College Association

Independent Colleges of Missouri

Council on Public Higher Education

Catholic High Schools

Charter Schools

As mentioned earlier, Fees and dues will be discussed in January.

It was also mentioned and confirmed that the commission had voted at a previous meeting to not recognize non-accredited online high schools.
	

	New Business

	A memo was handed out that had been sent out concerning A+ financial award revisions. It contained a workgroup’s recommendations for consideration as revisions in the A+ eligibility and award process
It was mentioned that data needed for A+ programs existed. 

Also talked about was need based aid and also the Algebra II requirement.

It was noted that CBHE will be sending out a draft rule for comment.

A question was raised about which 4-yr colleges provide scholarships based on A+. 

Both MCC and STLCC said that lists to that effect exist in their areas; they will send the lists to Bragg and Leroy and a list will be developed and sent out with that information.


	Lists of 4-yr schools offering A+ scholarships will be developed and sent out.

	Meeting Dates 


	The next meeting will be in January. A list of dates will be sent out to determine the one that most members can attend.
The spring meeting will be on April 15, 2011 
	

	Adjourn
	The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 p.m.
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